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Hello everyone and welcome to another newsletter. 

Here we are at the beginning of another year for us. Preparations for our 

opening night are well in hand and we now have a year of very strong 

productions ahead of us; Bronte in November, Dial M for Murder in March and 

Ghost Train in June. 

I am constantly aware of the history of our group. There are no other groups in 

our area who have been doing what we do for as long as we have. At the end 

of the next season, we will have been at the Settlement for 95 years.  

It won’t be long before our centenary is upon us.  

We need to start thinking soon of how we are going to celebrate. 

Hopefully, see you at the Settlement soon. 

Jim Anderson 

 

THE SETTLEMENT PLAYERS 

 
I’d like to welcome two new Settlement Players to our group. 

Christine Low and Richard Osborne who are both appearing in our 

opening night production, Three Tables by Dan Remmes, directed by 

Sam Powell. 

A very big welcome to Christine and Richard. I look forward to 

working on many projects with you both. 

 



 

 

The Settlement Players are holding their 

annual picnic in the park in Howard Park, 

Letchworth at 1.00pm on Sunday 13th 

August. 

You are cordially invited. 

Families and partners are more than 

welcome. 

Bring something to eat, something to 

drink and hang out with us for a couple 

of hours. 

Hopefully see you there. 

 



 
Bronte 

The cast has been announced for Bronte by Polly Teale, 16 – 18th November 2017 

Patrick – Ian Mutton 

Branwell and Rochester/Heathcliff/Huntingdon – Ivan Phillips 

Charlotte – Jo Roskilly 

Emily – Sarah Rice 

Anne – Amy Walker 

Cathy/Bertha – Amanda Franklin 

Heger/Bell Nichols – Kara Lee 

Director – Stephen Charles 

The Bronte sister’s story, set in 1845, follows their rise and their brother Branwell’s fall. 
Invoking the real and imagined world of the Brontes, as their fictional characters haunt 
their creators. 

 
 



 
September Opening Night 

The cast has been announced for the Theatre club and season opening night one act 
play on 9th September 2017, Three Tables by Dan Remmes. 
 
Three separate couples in three unique stages of their respective relationships enjoy 
dinner at the same restaurant. A one-act romantic comedy of heart, hurt and laughter. 

Mandy – Lisa Cooper 

Paul – Richard Osborne 

Barbara – Claire Hogan 

Michael – Stuart Cocks 

Doris – Hazel Stride 

Todd – Graeme Bussey 

Waiter – Christine Low 

Director – Sam Powell 

 

Subscriptions 

It’s that time of year again when subscriptions are due. If you 

haven’t already paid them, please pay your subscriptions at your 

earliest convenience. 

The yearly subscription is still £21 or £16 if you are over 60.  

Please pay Tracy Rudeforth, Jeni Gosling or directly into our bank. 

Our account details are:-  

Account Name:                 Settlement Players  

Sort Code:                          60 13 08  

Account Number:             58834486  

Reference:                         ‘Insert your name here’ 

 



 
Improvisation workshop 

On Sunday 16th July, the House of Fun Theatre came up to the Settlement for 

the second time to run an improvisation workshop. The day was a terrific 

success, everyone who attended had a great deal of fun and learnt quite a lot 

too. 

We spent the day playing games and making total fools of ourselves but 

somehow, a little learning crept in. We started the day unsure and nervous but 

by the time we finished, we were all keen to exercise our improvisational 

muscles and do more. 

 

Of course, many of us are taking part in the Murder Mystery and that whole 

process is improvised, we invent our own characters and improvise the whole of 

the performance, but we would like to do even more. 



 

 

 

 

 

It was suggested by a few of the people that took part in the workshop that we 

could put together some sort of improv’ performance at our opening night in 

September but the committee were worried about how it would fit in with the 

play that we already have on. We did have another idea though, there is a very 

strong possibility that we will be playing some “Whose line is it anyway?” type 

         

 

games at our Christmas party in 

December.  

Don’t worry though, even if you 

didn’t attend the workshop, you 

will easily be able to join in. 

 
 



 
Members evenings 

On Wednesday 2nd August, we are using our Members Evening to read a film 

script by a local Writer, Mike Gibas. Mike has sent me a list of the Characters. 

1. Narrator/Scene directions (As this is a film script, there are a lot of parts that 

are just scene descriptions, so a lot of the narrative is covered in this) 

2. Kirby (The main protagonist, male) 

3. Adam (His son, male) 

4. Marianne (The Dancer, female) 

5. Shelley (Her friend, female) 

6. Babs (The brothel’s owner, female) 

7. Iggy (Kirby’s best friend, male). 

8. Christine (Adam’s Mum) 

9. Kenny (Adam’s stepfather) 

There are a number of smaller parts that only have a few lines and these could 

all be done by the same actors. 

When Mike approached us originally, I emailed you all and quite a few of you 

expressed an interest in this.  

I look forward to seeing all of you on Wednesday. 

The First Wednesday in September will be our dress rehearsal for the Opening 

Night so there won’t be a members evening that night. 

Helen Faulkner will lead a reading of the Glass Menagerie in October and Pat 

Baskerville will be leading in November with Hayfever. 

Huge congratulations to Settlement 

Player, Albert Clack who recently 

performed to rave reviews in the 

production Tiresia at the Etcetra Theatre 

in London. 



AGM 

On Wednesday 5th July, we held our Annual General Meeting. There wasn’t a huge turnout of 

members but, as someone pointed out, people only attend an AGM in large numbers when they’re 

worried about something. I shall certainly take it as a sign that our members are happy with the 

way we are managing our group, The Settlement Players. 

Although we didn’t make as much money over the last year as we’d like to, we made enough to pay 

our rent for the next year as well as having enough to be able to carry on doing what we do.  

We decided to keep our subscriptions and ticket prices at the same level for another year. 

Sadly, Rob Evans and Claire Hogan stepped down from the Committee. They will be missed. On the 

plus side though, Sarah Rice was elected unanimously onto the Committee and at our first meeting, 

she was elected to be our new Secretary. Jenny Gosling was elected as our new Treasurer at the 

AGM. The rest of the Committee stood and were re-elected for another year.  

There was a motion of appreciation from the floor about the members evenings that we have been 

running. It was recognised as an effective way of keeping in touch with those members not 

currently involved in a production. 

There was a formal vote of thanks from the Settlement Players to Roy and Jeremy Evans for all the 

work they do for us behind the scenes. 

There being no more business, the meeting closed after half an hour and we socialised for a while. 

 

The Settlement Players Website 

Have you had a look at our Website recently? 

It has changed so much in the last couple of years 

and it’s grown into a huge archive of the group 

that you’re a member of. 

As well as the history of the players, it is also 

right up to date with all the news about what 

we’re doing currently. 

Check it out http://settlement-players.co.uk/ 
 

 

http://settlement-players.co.uk/


 

 

We are planning a murder. 

We are holding a Murder Mystery evening at the Settlement on 

Saturday 7th October to raise money for the Settlement Players. 

 

Tickets will cost £10 and will include a fish and chip supper or 

vegetarian option. There will also be a licensed bar which will 

remain open for the whole evening. 

I can promise you an evening of intrigue and entertainment that is 

suitable for the whole family. 

Tickets will be on sale nearer the time, so pencil it into your diary 

now and keep an eye out for further news. 

It would be a crime if you missed it. 

 

 

 

 



 
Committee report 18th July 2017 

The committee met on Tuesday 18th July. We discussed the following: 

Our first order of business was to welcome our new committee member, Sarah Rice. We then 

offered the post of Secretary to Sarah Rice and Helen Faulkner. Everyone else had already declined. 

Helen declined but, happily, Sarah accepted. She was then proposed and confirmed by unanimous 

vote as our new Secretary. 

We looked back at our June production. We are still waiting for the final figures but it is already 

clear that the audience numbers were disappointing. We talked about various reasons why this 

might have been. Despite this, we all agreed that it was a good production. 

We discussed the November production, Bronte directed by Stephen Charles. The production is 

now cast and rehearsals will have started by the time this newsletter goes out. John Baskerville is 

working on a set design and Pat Baskerville has already started to sort out costumes. Stephen 

hopes to have some promotional photos taken sooner rather than later. There are still some 

backstage positions to be filled but Stephen has everything in hand. 

We then talked about our September opening night. We are all extremely pleased that Sam Powell 

is taking the plunge and directing a one act play for us, Three Tables by Dan Remmes. She recently 

held auditions and has cast the play, including two new faces to the Settlement. Her rehearsals will 

be starting soon. We haven’t been able to confirm a second play for the evening so we are 

adjusting the price to £4 for non-theatre club members. I did put forward the suggestion that was 

made to me by a small group of people that we could run an improv’ session as an added 

entertainment. We were worried though that it wouldn’t be a good fit with Sam’s play. It was 

suggested though that it would be an ideal entertainment for our Christmas party. 

We then talked about the programme for the coming season. Having discussed a number of plays 

over our last few meetings, we have decided that our March 2018 production will be Dial M for 

Murder directed by Jim Anderson and our June 2018 production will be Ghost Train directed by Cliff 

Francis. Ivan Philips has given us a very interesting list of plays that he would like to direct and we 

are hoping that he will feature in our 2018-19 season. 

As always, we discussed publicity and social media. We’ve had a very interesting offer of help from 

Jackie Gough with our promotional videos. Video is something that we’ve experimented with and 

we would like to make a lot more use of this medium. We’d like to make more use of platforms like 

Facebook but are unsure about the best way forward. We decided to investigate what expertise we 

have in our membership.  

We then talked about our Members Evenings. The August members evening will be used to help a 

local writer who has a film script he wants us to read for him. The first Wednesday in September 

will be taken up by the dress rehearsal for Three Tables, so has been cancelled. Helen Faulkner will 

be leading the October Members Evening with a reading of Glass Menagerie and Pat Baskerville will 

be leading in November with Hayfever. 

I fed back to the Committee about the Improvisation workshop that we held in July. It was a great 

success. In the end, we squeezed 14 people in and everyone enjoyed it and said that they had 

learned something. 

We decided to hold our summer picnic in the park on Sunday 13th August. 

 



We discussed our Murder Mystery Evening. Everything is going ahead, people are working out their 

characters and we shall meet soon to talk about the plot. We need to work out how many tables of 6, 

we can fit into the Settlement hall and contact local chip shops to get the best price for food. We also 

need to organise tickets for the event. All the details will be finalised at our next meeting in September. 

Stephen told us about what he had been doing on the website. As well as keeping the site up to date, he 

has been pulling material from various archive sources and adding it. It is now very close to being as 

complete as we can make it. We talked about possibly using this material to publish some sort of book 

about the history of the Players for our centenary. 

Pat then told us that she had taken a license in our archive which was autographed by George Bernard 

Shaw to the Antiques Roadshow. They advised her to have it insured for £200. We decided that we 

would give this item to the Heritage Museum. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 5th September 2017. If there is anything that you would like us to 

discuss then please get in touch with any member of the committee. 

 

The committee is: 

Jim Anderson - Chair 

Jeni Gosling - Treasurer 

Graeme Bussey 

Alison Muir 

Helen Faulkner 

 

 

Stephen Charles – Vice Chair 
Sarah Rice - Secretary 

Tracy Rudeforth 

James Barnard 

Pat Baskerville – Theatre Club Secretary 

 

 
In this newsletter, we always let you know which 

Settlement Players productions are coming up. It is a 

fact, however, that our members are so talented that 

they often spread themselves and work with other 

groups. It is very easy to miss these shows if we don’t 

know that they’re on and then we miss seeing our 

friends shine in other arenas. So, I’d like to promote any 

play that any of our members is involved in in any way in 

this newsletter. To do this I need your help. If you’re 

reading this, you’re a member of the Settlement Players. 

If you’re involved in anything anywhere, please let me 

know so that I can put it in here.                          

My e-mail address is james.anderson@ntlworld.com 
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If there is anything that you would like to share with your fellow players in this newsletter, please send 

it to me at james.anderson@ntlworld.com  

The next newsletter will come out on October 1st 2017. If there is anything you want included, please 

let me have it before then. 

I hope to see you soon at the Settlement.  

Jim 

 

 
 

Some dates for your diary: 

 Opening night            9 September 2017 (Three tables) 

 Murder Mystery at the Settlement    7 October 2017 

 November 2017 production          16-18 November 2017 (Bronte) 

 Spring 2018 production            8-10 March 2018 (Dial M for Murder) 

 Summer 2018 production           14-16 June 2018 (Ghost Train) 
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