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Hello everyone and welcome to another newsletter. 

As the British summer struggles to push its face through the rain clouds, The 

Settlement Players 2016-17 season draws to its end. The final production of 

our season, No Naughty Bits, is on in a couple of weeks’ time. If you haven’t 

got your tickets yet, they’re available from David’s Music or our very own 

website. I hear that the guy playing the judge is awfully good. 

But just because the season is ending, it doesn’t mean that we’re not busy. We 

have a workshop next month, Preparations for our murder mystery are 

continuing, there will be auditions soon for our autumn productions and our 

member’s evenings will continue even though the June one has had to be 

cancelled. 

Hopefully, see you at the Settlement soon. 

Jim Anderson 

 

THE SETTLEMENT PLAYERS 

Volunteers Needed 

The Settlement Players have a stall at the Letchworth Festival 

on Saturday 10th June. 

We want to promote the Players and our productions. 

Some of the Committee will be taking turns on the stall but 

there are not enough of us. We need some volunteers to 

come along and keep us company for an hour or two. 

If you can help, then please email me with your availability on 

the day and I will add you to the rota. 

James.anderson@ntlworld.com 

 

mailto:James.anderson@ntlworld.com


 



 
No Naughty Bits 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparations are well underway for our June 

production, No Naughty Bits. It’s a comedy, 

based loosely on what happened when 

Monty Python went to America. It was 

never going to go well and it ended up in 

the Federal Court. 

Director, Cliff Francis has brought together a 

talented cast, John Baskerville has built one 

of his ingenious sets and our technical 

wizards are putting the finishing touches to 

what they do. 

The two stand out performances of the 

show are from James Barnard as Michael 

Palin and Joe Hogan as Terry Gilliam, the 

two members of Monty Python who 

went to America and sued ABC to get 

their show taken off air. 



 
September Opening Night 

As you know, we always start our season in September with our Opening Night. This was 

originally an evening we put on for our Theatre Club but it has become a little bigger than 

that. It is now a night that new directors to the Settlement get the chance to show us what 

they can do. In recent years, we have been lucky enough to showcase some extremely good 

one act plays. 

September is now only three months away and we don’t yet have anything to put on this 

year. 

Would you like to direct? Have you got a one act play that you think would be good at the 

Settlement? If you have, then please let me know. 

For me, the single biggest disappointment of the last year is that we didn’t send any plays 

to the festivals as we usually do.  It would be such a shame if we had to cancel again 

because of the lack of one act plays. Surely, there is someone out there who has an idea? 

Members evenings 

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our June 

Member’s evening because it is so close to our June 

production and so many of us are involved in that. 

Our July Member’s evening on Wednesday 5th July will 

be taken up by our AGM. 

Our August Member’s Evening on Wednesday 2nd 

August will be used to read a local writer, Mike Gibas’ 

film script. 

I hope to see you at at least one of these evenings. 

 



 

 

 

Improvisation workshop. 

Sunday 16th July 2017 

We are holding a one day workshop facilitated by the House of Fun 

Theatre. This will be a full day’s workshop with a break for lunch. The 

subject of the workshop will be improvisation. 

The cost of taking part is £40. 

There are still a few places available. If you would like to book a place, 

email me and let me know. 

 

Settlement Player’s Stalwart, Albert Clack, will be 

appearing as Harold in a new play,  

Tiresia by Ian Dixon Potter  

at the Etcetera Theatre, Camden, July 4-16. 

 

For further information, go to  

https://www.goldenagetheatre.com/future-productions 
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We are planning a murder. 

We are holding a Murder Mystery evening at the Settlement on 

Saturday 7th October to raise money for the Settlement Players. 

 

Tickets will cost £12 and will include a fish and chip supper or 

vegetarian option. There will also be a licensed bar which will 

remain open for the whole evening. 

I can promise you an evening of intrigue and entertainment that is 

suitable for the whole family. 

Tickets will be on sale nearer the time, so pencil it into your diary 

now and keep an eye out for further news. 

It would be a crime if you missed it. 

 

 

 

 



 
Committee report 25th April 2017 

The committee met on Tuesday 25th April. We discussed the following: 

We talked about the possibility of taking space in the Community Museum in the Arcade in 

Letchworth Town Centre. We are keen to do it but reports suggest that it may not be worth doing. 

It would entail a lot of effort on our part and we are not sure that enough people would come in to 

make it worthwhile. 

We talked about the June production, No Naughty Bits, which is now in production. After a sticky 

start, we were planning to put on Private Lives but couldn’t get the licenses, all is going well. 

Rehearsals are going well, the set is almost finished the technical people are now getting involved. 

Publicity is in hand. An advert went into the LALG May Newsletter and we are hoping that the 

Comet will be kinder to us this time. 

We then discussed publicity in general. This is something that we never seem to get quite right. We 

talked again about putting together a group to co-ordinate our publicity and promotion. We are in 

desperate need of expertise in this area. 

We have been given two promotional sails. They have been donated by the people we asked to do 

the design work for us. We will use these at future events and productions to promote our name. 

Originally, these were going to be paid for by Tracey’s company and because they have now been 

paid for by someone else, Tracey’s company is now going to buy a gazebo for the players. 

We have booked a stall at the Letchworth Festival on Saturday June 10th. We shall use this 

opportunity to promote the Players and the June production, possibly selling tickets. We need 

people to man the stall on the day. Initially, I shall see which members of the committee are 

available and I’ll then ask for volunteers from the membership to fill in the gaps in the rota.  

We talked about the Member’s evenings. They are going well even though they are not always as 

well attended as we’d like. The July Member’s evening will be used for this year’s AGM. The August 

Member’s evening will be used to read a film script by a local writer who has approached us for 

help. 

I told the Committee that I’d booked the House of Fun Theatre to do another workshop for us. 

They’re doing a one day workshop on Improvisation on Sunday 16th July. At the time of the 

meeting, 6 people are booked places on the workshop so there are still another 6 places to fill. Pat 

has made an application for a grant from the Arts Council of North Herts towards the cost of this 

workshop. If our application is successful then we will be able to reimburse some of the cost. 

I brought the Committee up to date on the preparations for this year’s murder mystery. We have 

15 people taking part. The murder this year will take place on a steamer travelling from Portugal to 

Argentina in 1946. The suspects will include showgirls, scientists, spies and escaping war criminals. 

The people involved are currently creating their characters. We shall meet again after the June 

production to start work on the plot.  As well as performing it at Howgills, we are also going to 

perform our murder mystery at the Settlement this year on the evening of Saturday 7th October to 

raise money for the Players.  

Stephen is still constantly working on the website, making sure that it’s up to date and adding old 

pictures and programmes to what is already there. I must say that I think our website compares 

extremely well with similar ones. 

 



We talked about this newsletter. It would be good if we could let everyone know what our members 

are doing with other groups so that they could support them. Unfortunately, people just don’t let me 

know what they’re doing. 

We talked about our programme for next year. We have a play for November but still need plays for 

the spring and summer next year. We also still need to find something for our opening night in 

September this year. 

We talked about this year’s AGM. We are going to hold it on the Evening of Wednesday 5th July. I will 

send out notifications to our members. I asked the members of the Committee if they intended to 

remain. Rob Evans and Clare Hogan have said that they will be stepping down.  

I told the Committee that I had passed the course and been awarded a personal license for the sale 

of alcohol. I have done this on behalf of the Settlement who are now going to get a permanent 

drinks license. This will be of great benefit to the players at our productions and future events like 

the murder mystery evening. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 6th June 2017. If there is anything that you would like us to 

discuss then please get in touch with any member of the committee. 

 

The committee is: 

Jim Anderson - Chair 

Rob Evans - Treasurer 

Graeme Bussey 

Claire Hogan 

Helen Faulkner 

Pat Baskerville – Theatre Club Secretary 

 

 

Stephen Charles – Vice Chair 
Jeni Gosling - Secretary 

Tracy Rudeforth 

James Barnard 

Alison Muir 

 

 
In this newsletter, we always let you know which 

Settlement Players productions are coming up. It is a 

fact, however, that our members are so talented that 

they often spread themselves and work with other 

groups. It is very easy to miss these shows if we don’t 

know that they’re on and then we miss seeing our 

friends shine in other arenas. So, I’d like to promote any 

play that any of our members is involved in in any way in 

this newsletter. To do this I need your help. If you’re 

reading this, you’re a member of the Settlement Players. 

If you’re involved in anything anywhere, please let me 

know so that I can put it in here.                          

My e-mail address is james.anderson@ntlworld.com 
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If there is anything that you would like to share with your fellow players in this newsletter, please send 

it to me at james.anderson@ntlworld.com  

The next newsletter will come out on August 1st 2017. If there is anything you want included, please let 

me have it before then. 

I hope to see you soon at the Settlement.  

Jim 

 

 
 

Some dates for your diary: 

June 2017 production 15-17 June 2017 (No Naughty bits) 

Workshop 16 July 2017 (Improvisation) 

 Opening night    9 September 2017 

 Murder Mystery at the Settlement 7 October 2017 

 November 2017 production  16-18 November 2017 (Bronte) 

 Spring 2018 production   8-10 March 2018 

 Summer 2018 production  14-16 June 2018 
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