
Chairman’s report – Settlement Players AGM 2016 

We began our year in September at our Open Evening where Jo Roskilly made her 

directorial debut with three of the short plays from Duets. Jo did a brilliant job, bringing us a 

very enjoyable evening. They were three very funny stories and the actors made the most of 

the comedy. As is always the case on our open evening, it was a very successful evening. We 

weren’t to know it at the time but this wasn’t going to be the last we would hear of Duets. 

In November, David Smith brought us Ladies of Spirit, a ghostly comedy. This play had an all-

female cast, except for the offstage voice of the unfortunate handyman, and showed once 

again how lucky we are to have so many good actresses amongst us. There were some very 

funny performances in this play and the audience enjoyed it very much. 

In February, Cliff Francis taught us about Commedia Dell’arte when he directed the 200-

year-old Italian Comedy A Servant to Two Masters. I was lucky enough to have a couple of 

parts in this play and it was great fun to work on. Cliff even had us dancing. It was bawdy 

and the audiences enjoyed the performances a great deal. 

After February we turned our attention to the festivals and this was where Duets was to 

raise its head again. When we started talking about prospective entries, the actors in Bride 

to be were so keen to perform again, we asked Jo to take it to the festivals. Stephen Charles 

also found a play that he wanted to make his directorial debut with, Wetwork. We entered 

both plays in several festivals but unfortunately Wetwork was turned down, probably 

because of its content. Bride to Be was performed at the Sawston, Cambridge and Welwyn 

Festivals and although it didn’t get any awards, it was nominated several times. 

In April, we had our one act play night at the Settlement. Pat Baskerville gave us a lovely 

little comic piece called the Chip Van plays Dixie. After April, Pat also took this play to 

Henlow with great success. We also gave our home audience another chance to see Bride to 

Be. Stephen then finally made his debut with the very funny Wetwork. Despite the 

controversial content, our home audience seemed to think it was funny. 

Finally, in June we had another play from the very hard working Jo Roskilly. God of Carnage 

was a riotous drama of social chaos. Jo put this production in the round and despite the 

challenges this gave to the backstage people, it worked very well. The audience enjoyed a 

very intimate evening of drama which assailed all of the senses. Not only could they see and 

hear the drama, they could smell it too. It smelt of Kouros. And if they were unlucky enough 

to be sitting in the splash zone, they felt the full effect of stomachs being emptied and 

flowers being thrown. 

All through the year we have, once again, put on great drama. We have added to the 

number of very talented actors and actresses that we can call on with quite a few new faces. 

Our technical people continue to do whatever we ask of them. There is no task too great for 

them, no magic that they cannot make happen. We can be very proud of what we do. 

We’ve continued to try and bring all of our members together in whatever way we can. As 

well as keeping everyone up to date with the newsletter and the website, we’ve held a 

number of events throughout the year. Last summer, we held a picnic but because of the 



inclement weather, it was an indoor event. We are planning to hold another picnic later this 

summer. Hopefully, the weather will be kinder. We held a Christmas party which was well 

attended and enjoyed by everyone. We held a play reading evening which was a success but 

would have been easier for people to attend if we didn’t plan it whilst we had four separate 

plays in rehearsal at the same time. We are hoping to organise more play reading evenings 

in the future. Next week we are holding a workshop, which is another sort of event that 

we’d like to do more of. 

We have also tried to promote the Players and the work that we do in whatever ways that 

we can. The circulation list for our newsletter is growing all the time. We are continuing to 

add to our website. We recently had a stand at Letchworth Armed Forces day and we intend 

to do more of this sort of thing. In September, we are performing a murder mystery for the 

Chair of The Inner Wheel at a charity fund raising event. 

We have started selling out tickets on-line and this has proved to be very successful. We are 

looking at ways of improving our system and hope to be able to adopt a system soon where 

all tickets can be made available both online and in person. 

The Committee has continued to work hard in whatever ways that it can to help put plays 

on. This year though, we have lost some very valuable members of the Committee. Cliff 

Francis stepped down from the committee earlier in the years after many years of hard 

work. And now, at the end of the Committee year, Sam Powell, Nicole Ashbrook and Jo 

Roskilly are stepping down as well. All of these people have made a huge individual 

contribution to the work of the Committee and the work that we do will be harder without 

them. I would like to thank them both personally and on behalf of us all for all that they 

have done. 

The good news is that we have new people coming on to the Committee and we are 

confident that we shall continue to do all that we need to. As always, I’m looking forward to 

working with all of the members of the Committee both new and old. 

Now to the future. We don’t yet have a programme for the year because this is something 

that the new Committee will discuss at their first meeting but I can tell you that Jenn Groves 

is returning in September and will be working with Helen Faulkner to bring us The Opposite 

of Claustrophobia for our Open evening. We are also hoping to have another short play on 

as well. Then in November, I shall be directing Dad’s Army. Auditions have been held and 

I’ve managed to put together a large and very talented cast. I’m confident that we’ll bring 

you a good show. 


